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DANIEL iv. 27, 


Let my counſel be acceptable unto thee, and break 
off thy fins by righteouſneſs, and thine ini- 
quities by ſhewing mercy to the poor; if it may 
be a lengthning of thy tranquillity. 


HIS advice, or counſel, was given to 

Webuchadnezzar by the prophet Dani- 
el, after he had interpreted the king's dream; in 
which the Almighty's intention to humble the 
pride and haughtineſs of his heart was repreſent- 
ed by the deſtruction of a flouriſhing tree; 
whoſe leaves were fair, whoſe fruit was plen- 
tiful, and the expanſion of whoſe boughs af- 
forded a pleaſant ſhade to the beaſts of the field; 
and yet though ſuch were its kindly influences, 
though it was agreeable to the fight, delight- 
ful to the taſte, and pleaſant for its ſhade, till 
it was to be hewn down and deſtroyed ; here- 
by, as the prophet obſerves, affording a moſt 
ſcrviceable Leſſon to the proud and lofty in heart, 


tO 


TH 


to thoſe, who imagine, that by the ſtrength 
of their own arm they get themſelves the vic- 

, or who do not acknowledge, that it is 
the moſt High, who ruleth over the kingdoms 
of the earth. 

This was MVebuchadnezzar's unhappy caſe; 
and therefore as this then flouriſhing tree was 
to be deſtroyed, and only the root to remain 
in the earth; ſo he, who was then powerful 
and ftrong, whoſe greatneſs had elevated him 
with aſpiring thoughts, and whoſe largeneſs 
of dominion had ſo far increaſed his pride, 
as to create a forgetfulneſs of that God, who 
made him, was in like manner to be chaſtiſ- 
ed for his arrogancy and preſumption. This 
tree was not entirely to be rooted up; neither 
his kingdom to be utterly taken from him, but 
reſerved, till reaſon reſtored him to a ſenſe of 
his duty, or till he ſhould confeſs, that it was 
his great Creator, who ruled in Jacob and un- 
to the ends of the world. To promote which, 
as well as that his proſperity might be conti- 
nued, the prophet adds his advice, which was, 
immediately to break off his fins by righte- 
ouſneſs, and his iniquities by ſhewing mercy 
to the poor. Let my counſel, ſays he, be now 

« in 
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&« in this extremity acceptable unto thee, and 
ce break off thy fins by righteouſneſs, and thine 
e iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor; this 
is the way to obtain mercy for thy faults, par- 
don for thy fins, and forgiveneſs for thine ini- 
quities ; and in courſe the lengthning of thy tran- 
quillity. 

How ſeaſonable this admonition was, eve- 

one, that conſults that prophecy, will ea- 
fly perceive ; and how applicable it may be 
at this preſent time, a ferious attention will 
evince. For though we are aſſembled here 
to return thanks to Almighty God for a moſt 
ſurprizing deliverance of this nation; ſtill that 
our thankfulneſs may be ſincere, and that our 
praiſes may not be a mere flattering with our 


lips; it will not be improper to reflect, whe- 


ther our © hearts are whole with him, or whe- 
« ther we continue ſtedfaſt in his covenant :” this 
ought to be our firſt employment, and ſuch 
an employment, as (I am afraid) will render 
the text too applicable to moſt in theſe days. 
For what man is there, that hath not offend- 


ed his great Creator? Does not experience ſhew, 


— r 


»Pfalm lxxvili 37. 
that 


1 


that too many with the bold Aſſyrian boaſt 


of their own ſtrength and wiſdom ; that too 


many publickly blaſpheme the God, that gave 
them Being; reje&t his holy word and ordi- 
nances ; deny the only Saviour of the world; 
ſcoff at his religion; and with raſhneſs fly in 
the face of heaven? Does not a flood of im- 
picty and prophaneneſs overflow the kingdom ? 
Have not errors and hereſies been daily broach- 
ed to the detriment of that pure and reformed 
religion eſtabliſhed in this land? And though 
even the gates of hell have not prevailed againſt 
it; yet have not malicious arrows been ſhot 
from the bow of the ſcornful? While others 
have not been wanting, whoſe hands were im- 
brued in blood, whoſe thirſt was after gain, 
and whoſe lives were a continual ſeries of ex- 
tortions, cruelties and oppreſſions of the poor. 
Former ages abounded with hypocriſy and diſ- 
ſimulation, which were as cloaks to cover their 
vices; but now the veil is thrown off, and 
{coffers walking after their own luſts, publick- 
ly appear in our ftreets, ſo openly, that it 
highly concerns us to check this torrent, to 
remember from whence we are fallen, and to 

repent, 
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repent ; leſt the © * Almighty ſhould viſit for 
e ſuch offences, and leſt his ſoul ſhould be aveng- 
ce ed on ſuch a nation as this.“ 

This ought to be our firſt work; here we 
are to begin; or elſe how can we implore the 
divine Providence to lengthen our tranquillity, 
and mercifully to interpoſe for our deliverance, 
as he hath ſo ſignally done in former times, 
of which the commemoration of this day is 
an inſtance? FFC dg oi 

Since then the confeſſing and forſaking of 
our fins are an introduction to thankſgiving ; 
ſince they are of ſo great importance to our 
future proſperity, I think, I ſhall not deviate 
from my duty, if I ſhould employ ſome few 
minutes in more particularly conſidering the text. 
In exciting your gratitude to Almighty God for 
that ſignal act of providence accompliſhed in 
the beginning of the laſt century, and appointed 
for the annual ſolemnity of this day. 

Now the text points out to us the neceſ- 
ſity of an unfeigned repentance, of diſcard- 
ing our moſt beloved vices, and of ſo changing 
our deſires and affections as to become new crea- 
tures, Not only the commiſſion is to be avoided, 


Jer. v. . 


B | but 


; 
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but even the love of fin is to be rooted out : 
for if the leaft fibre remains, we may indeed 
have the form, but not the power of godlineſs. 
If a change of manners is thus effected, and our 
duty performed with delight and inclination, 
happy will be the converſion: for then it will 
be grounded on the moſt laſting principle, our 
natural diſpoſition: whereas if we act againſt 
nature, great difficulties wilt enfue, and the dan- 
ger of a relapſe may hourly be expected; for 
that like a bended bow will retain its elaſtick pow- 
er, and endeayour at all hazards to return to its 
former ſituation. Thus it is neceſſary to have 
a new heart and a new fpirit to become new crea- 
tures; to begin our repentance in our thoughts 
and reſolutions, and then to perfect it in our 
works and actions. 

A powerful motive to this will be a ſtrong 
perſuaſion of the goodneſs of our great Creator, 
a lively hope in his mercy, and a ſteady faith 
in the merits of our Bleſſed Saviour; br the 
hope in Divine Mercy, and a lively faith in 
the ſatisfaction of our Redeemer are the life, 
and abſolutely effential to the quickening of 
true repentance. And though all the ſyſtems 
of morality have been dreſſed in the gayeſt or 
thers, 


E 


thers, yet their beauty has been ſoon faded, 
unleſs an orthodox faith was the ground of 
their colours. Faith without works is lifeleſs, 
and works without arè inſufficient for our ſal- 
vation; * © we being accounted righteous before 
« God, not for our own works or deſervings, 
e but for the merit of our Lord and Saviour fe- 
« ſus Chriſt,” This then will be a true chriſtian 
repentance, and this will bea real breaking off our 
fins by righteouſneſs: for ſuch an orthodox faith 
and careleſs living are abſurdities, are ſo inconſiſt- 
ent, that we may as well ſuppoſe the greateſt 
harmony between things, which are the moſt 
diametrically oppoſite, as that theſe can be 
united. 

Let no man then preſume, that his repent- 
ance is real, when he either perſeveres in evil 
actions, or encourages infidelity in himſelf or 
others ; but let him ſhew the fruits of his faith 
by his works, by his univerſal obedience, and 
more particularly in the inſtance, which the 
Prophet gives us in the text, by ſhewing mercy 
to the poor. 

Which advice is entirely conſonant to the di- 
rections of our excellent Church - Catechiſm, where- 


Article II. 
B 2 in 
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in before we approach God's ſacred altar, we 
are directed © to examine ourſelves, whether we 
« repent truly of our former ſins, whether we 
« have a lively faith in God's mercies through 
« Chriſt, and whether we are in charity with 
« all men:“ and ſince the Almighty will not ac- 
cept our offering at his table without being in 
charity with our brethren; no wonder the Pro- 
phet ſo particularly adviſes us to ſhew mercy to 
the poor. Without this our obedience cannot 
be ſincere ; ** for * love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
Univerſal love is the moſt powerful principle of 
univerſal obedience, and all the moſt particular 
precepts of our duty are but ſo many genuine ef- 
fects and proper expreſſions of it. For what 
are the effects of love, but the ſeeking of the ſa- 
tisfaction of the perſon beloved, the behaving our- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner as not to offend, and the 
being forward in all ſuch ſervices as afford plea- 
ſure and content? Kind words and tender ex- 
preſſions, unleſs accompanied with works of 
kindneſs and tenderneſs, are uſeleſs love, and 
will be attended with no advantage either to 
ourſelves or brethren; and therefore if the ſtain 
of our iniquities is to be waſhed away by mercy, 


* Rom, Alil, 10. 


it 
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it ſhould exert itſelf on all occaſions, and re- 
Joice in pitying the miſerable, in protecting 
the oppreſſed, in relieving the indigent, in giv- 
ing counſel to the ignorant, in encouraging the 
good, and in forgiving of injuries and wrongs. 
Theſe are the moſt noble inſtances of doing 
good, and ſuch as have the promiſe of very 
great rewards; no leſs than ſucceſs in our under- 
takings, the lengthning of our tranquillity, the 
protection from danger, and the deliverance from 
evil; and if theſe promiſes have not a proper 
efficacy, ſurely the heart muſt be loſt to all ſenſe 
of humanity and religion. « * Remember there- 
« fore thoſe that are in bonds, and thoſe that 
« ſuffer adverſity:: «© + Deliver the ſpoiled out 
« of the hand of the oppreſſor, and do no 
wrong to the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, nor the 
widow ; neither ſhed innocent blood: © But 
+ execute true judgment and righteouſneſs ; 
and ſhew mercy and compaſſion to your bro- 
ther: For conſider our welfare depends upon 
ſuch proceedings, it being declared in the ſacred 
ſcripture, © that ** he ſhall have judgment with- 
« out mercy, who hath ſhewed no mercy.” 


. 


A 
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* Heb, xiü. 3. f Jer. xxii. 3. f Zec. v. 9. ** Jam. i. 13. 
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If then our hearts are not whole with God, 
if we continue not ſteadfaſt in his covenant, and 
keep not his teſtimonies, vain will be our thankſ- 
giving, and like the Hraelites, we ſhall provoke 
him to diſpleaſure by thus tempting and diſſem- 
bling with our tongues. But if we are thus 
prepared, if our hearts are thus cleanſed by re- 
pentance, then may we draw near boldly to the 
throne of Grace, and there offer our joyful tri- 
bute of praiſe and thankſgiving. Our hearts be- 
ing thus warmed with the moſt affectionate zeal, 
and our tongues being full of the moſt unfeign- 
ed joy, will enquire with the F ſalmiſt, “* what 
© reward ſhould be rendered to the Lord for all 
« his benefits, and what ſacrifice will be moſt 
“ pleaſing in his fight?” Such a zeal will di- 
rect us © + to enter into his gates with thankſ- 
giving, and to go into his courts with praiſe ;” 
«© not to hide his righteouſneſs within our hearts, 
ce or to keep back his mercy and truth from the 
« great congregation.” It would be diſingenu- 
ous not to ſpeak good of his name, or not 
« ** to pay our vows in the preſence of all his 
« people :* for as it is our meet, right, and bound- 
en duty at all times and in all places to give 
thanks unto the Lord, ſo when the mercies 


* Pſalm cxvi 11. P. c. 4. P. xl. , 10. *#* Pf, cxvi. 14. 
5 acknow- 
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acknowledged are not particular, but general, are 
not confined to private perſons, but fignally 
extended to the public, then our cloſets will be 
too narrow for ſuch returns of gratitude, and 
God's houſe the moſt proper place to ſet forth his 
moſt worthy praiſe. National bleſſings certain- 
ly require national acknowledgments ; and there- 
fore when any ſuch are conferred, the behaviour 
of the children of 1/-ae! on fuch occaſions ſhould 
teach us to preſent our ſolemn addreſſes publickly 
to the almighty Beſtower; © for * whoſo thus 
e offers him thanks and praiſe, he honours him, 
and for thus ordering his converfation right, 
ce will the falvation of God be thewn.” 

By this we confeſs him to be the ſupreme 
Lord and Governor of the world, that from him 
all bleſſings have been and are daily received, 
and that all public as well as private proſperity is 
derived from his goodneſs: and though his di- 
vine nature is ſo far exalted as not to admit of 
any additional luſtre from frail mortality ; though 
the glory of his name is ſo great as far to out- 
ſhine all bleſſing and praife ; yet the magnify- 
ing of his hberality, and the generouſly confeſſ- 
ing of his goodneſs, are neither below the divine 
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attributes, 
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attributes, nor unbecoming the tongues of men. 
Since every thing we enjoy is a free gift, ſiuce 
our iniquities are ſo great as to have no title 
or claim to ſuch mercies, ſo our filence would 
be a proof of our ingratitude, and would be in- 
juſtice to our great Benefactor. The pleaſure of 
doing good 1s certainly very great, and, when 
free from any ſiniſter views, will receive no en- 
creaſe by any returns; but ſtill the obligation is 
the ſame on the perſons thus favoured, and a 
forgetfulneſs would not only be a plain indica- 
tion of a degenerate mind, but is directly con- 

trary to all the precepts of the chriſtian religion. 
The pleaſantneſs of this duty appears in the 
very exerciſe of it. Human nature is too apt 
to be ſtartled on the recollection of our paſt 
miſconduct, will recoil at ſuch melancholy 
thoughts, aud will for preſent eaſe poſtpone 
the moſt neceſſary duties: whereas this is free 
from all ſuch ſtorms, and our minds calmed 
with the moſt pleaſing ideas; here is no mix- 
ture of regret; nothing but the bright part of 
our lives is repreſented, and the enjoyment of 
thoſe things, for which we have moſt ardently 
wiſhed, is repeated: in ſhort, a ſenſible delight 
always attends the exerciſe of this, and our hap- 
I pineſs 


[17 ] 
pineſs is renewed, whenever our memories are 
refreſhed with ſuch pleaſing remembrances. 

Nay not only paſt mercies are thought on with 
ſatisfaction, but even the agreeable proſpect of fu- 
ture is laid open to our fight., For what can 
more ſtrongly recommend ſubſequent favours, than 
a proof of the former being not only well beftow- 
ed, but even ſo uſed as to produce aplentiful en- 
creaſe ? whereas if the ſoil is barre:iĩ or unthank- 
ful; if the good feeds are chok d with weeds; 
is it not natural to imagine, that ſome other 
ground of a more kindly diſpoſition will be 
ſought for and enriched ? eſpecially when He, 


from whom every good and every perfect gift 


cometh, has declared by his Bleſſed Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, © * that to him, hat hath, ſhall be given, 
and he ſhall have more abundance, but from 
© him that hath not, ſhall be taken away, even 
© that he hath.” So that inſtead of theſe fa- 
vours being any advantage to ſuch receivers, they 
will be ſnares, © and + thoſe very things which 
« were given or ſhould have been for their 
«« wealth, will become an occaſion of falling; 
as their eyes are thus blinded, that tizey ſee 
% not, ſo now future mercies are withdrawn, 


— 


* Matt, xiii, 12. "TY Pſalm Ixix. 23, 24. 
« and 
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« and their backs are ever bowed down.” Thefe 
are the diſmal effects of ingratitude ; ſuch, that 
at the very hearing the ear muſt tingle, and the 
mind be filled with the greateſt horror and in- 
dignation: . Confider this therefore, ye that 
ce forget God, leſt he pluck you away, and there 
be none to deliver you: Let experience re- 
buke your unthankfulneſs; and as every day 
brings variety of bleſſings, ſo let theſe at every 
night be the ſubject of your gratitude. 

To enumerate all the particular bleſſings of 
divine Providence is beyond the compals of a hu- 
man pen; theſe are ſo extenſive, that every mo- 
ment affords a pleaſing theme, as well as points 
out a leſſon for our acknowledgments. His good- 
neſs enlightens the darkeſt corners of the world, 
and refreſhes the moſt diſtant climates with the 
kindly warmth of its beams. © In him + all 
<« things live, move, and have their beings,” and 
without his daily preſervation they would re- 
turn to their primitive ſtate, and moulder into 
duſt, their original compoſition. But though this 
is fo copious a ſubject, yet there are ſome acts 
of Providence, that more particularly merit rei- 
terated and redoubled praiſe, and ſuch are thoſe 


""= 


Fl ii. + Acts xvii. 28. 
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we are this day commemorating : the preſerving 
a whole Nation from ruin, the recovering it 
from the jaws of death, and the reſcuing its 
Religion from extreme danger are ſuch ſignal 
marks of divine Favour, as ought to be ſolem- 
nized with joy by all the fincere Lovers of our 
Jeruſalem, 

They were beyond the depth of a finite ca- 
pacity to fathom, and of ſo deſtructive an in- 
fluence (if attended with ſucceſs) that the re- 
cords of ancient times cannot produce a paral- 
lel, nor even future ages contrive an adequate 
one: to be thus delivered ſurely was a mira- 
culous mercy, and as it was a work of God, 
ſo it ought to be had in remembrance, and this 
day preſerved ſacred, as a proof of the whole 
kingdom being truly mindful of ſuch a merci- 
ful diſpenſation. 

« * Shew yourſelves therefore joyful, all ye 
Lands; ſing, rejoice and give thanks: + ſtand 
up on this Day, and bleſs the Lord your 
God: © Let the voice of joy and mirth be 
heard in your dwellings ; and let your tongues 
publicly declare in the congregation of God's 
« people, that the right hand of the Lord hath 


3 


* Pf, xcyiii. 5. Nehem. ix. 5. Pf. cxvili. 15, 16, 17. 
«the: 
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« the pre-eminence, and hath brought 
« hid. is paſs; that we ſhall not dE bu. 
« live, the Almighty having ranſomed us from 
ce the power of death, through the mediation 
of his Blefſed Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; To 
whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be 


all honour and glory, now, En and for 
evermore. Amen, 
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